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he University of Wyoming Department of Agricultural and
Applied Economics in cooperation with the Cooperative Ex-

tension Service has published fact sheets for Payment in Lieu of Figure 1. Total annual PILT
Taxes (PILT) for each of Wyoming’s 23 counties for the past five payments to Wyoming counties,
years. A detailed discussion of the procedure for calculating PILT 1998 to 2002.

can be found in UW-CES Bulletin B-1055
(Payment in Lieu of laxes in Wyoming). A
simplified explanation can be found in each
of the fact sheets available at the Web ad-
dress on Page 3. This report summarizes how | $10,000,000 |

a \
$15,000,000,

these payments have changed over the time
period in order to give local government of-

ficials and the public a better understanding $5,000,000
of the funding trends in this important rev-
enue source. $0

Total annual PILT payments to Wyoming Pos 1999 2000 2001 2002

counties rose 69 percent between 1998 and M Total paid to Wyoming counties
2002, from $7,658,654 to $12,908,359
(Figure 1). This is mainly due to the large
increase in the prorated share appropriated by Congress in 2001
(Figure 2). The PILT program has not been fully funded since
1995 when Congress raised PILT rates but failed to appropriate
full funding for the resulting increase. In other words, the Bureau
of Land Management, which administers the program, follows a
detailed formula for PILT funding, and then Congress votes on
the appropriation. Attempts at full funding are ongoing by vari-
ous congressional delegations (including Wyoming’s). The 2002
prorated share was 59.7 percent.

*The authors are a research scientist, professor, and assistant professor, respectively, in the University of Wyoming Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics.



In Figure 2, the prorated share (the percentage that was funded)
for the years 1998 through 2000 varied between 41 and 45 per-

cent. The boost in funding in 2001 moved the prorated share up
to 58 percent. Previous and subsequent increases in PILT have

been due to incremental changes in several
key variables in the formula, including the
per-acre rate and the population rate plus mi-
nor adjustments to the prorated share. These
adjustments have helped the payments keep
ahead of inflation but have not resulted in sig-
nificant real growth in PILT.

One way that counties can consider PILT
payments is on a per-acre basis. After all, the
purpose of PILT is to help make up for “lost”
revenue that counties would normally collect
through property taxes (if the land were pri-
vately held). Average per-acre values on a
statewide basis are shown in Figure 3. Average

Figure 2. Congressionally
authorized prorated share of PILT
payments, 1998 to 2002.

per-acre value increased from 26 cents in 1998 to 43 cents in

2002 (68.7 percent). Caution should be exercised here since an

individual county’s per-acre payment can vary significantly from

the average, and counties have no control over the amount of the

payment (2002 per-acre values are shown in Table 1). Figure 3 il-
lustrates the general trend in average per-acre PILT payments over

the time period covered.

Figure 4 illustrates what total PILT payments
to Wyoming counties would have been if
Congress had fully funded the program. The
2001 increase in prorated shares does not af-
fect the total amount under the formula, only
the portion that the counties receive. This
underscores the fact that the overriding factor
in determining PILT payments is the pro-
rated share authorized by Congress each year.

Table 1 summarizes PILT payments to each
of Wyoming’s 23 counties for the period cov-
ered by the fact sheets. Total entitlement acres
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Figure 3. Average per-acre PILT
payments to Wyoming counties,
1998 to 2002.
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in Wyoming actually decreased by more than 27,000 acres be-
tween 1998 and 2002, while the total amount paid increased by
more than 68 percent. The wide range of payments reflects the

fact that all counties do not receive equal distributions under the



Table 1. Five-year summary of PILT payments to Wyoming counties, 1998-2002.

2002 PILT

2001 PILT

2000 PILT

1999 PILT

1998 PILT

01-'02

98-'02

2002

Entitlement

Percent

Albany
Big Horn
Campbell
Carbon
Converse
Crook
Fremont
Goshen
Hot Springs
Johnson
Laramie
Lincoln
Natrona
Niobrara
Park
Platte
Sheridan
Sublette
Sweetwater
Teton
Uinta
Washakie
Weston
Total
Total acres

Payment
$766,105
$565,060
$366,002
$682,128
$356,983
$124,221
$1,303,528
$32,441
$377.,580
$461,842
$11,580
$643,309
$1,584,785
$148,112
$972,606
$126,358
$492,508
$391,914
$1,389,460
$708,415
$666,653
$515,852
$221,308
$12,908,750
29,889,764

Payment
$714,746
$530,656
$346,804
$628,695
$335,541
$87,352
$1,236,994
$30,838
$366,187
$432,726
$11,007
$616,591
$1,509,438
$140,785
$917,755
$120,074
$458,606
$371,922
$1,321,047
$686,295
$631,772
$490,594
$207,491
$12,193,916
29,884,922

Payment
$434,907
$367,211
$266,528
$330,724
$254,390
$35,348
$866,146
$21,541
$247,388
$299,137
$7,689
$418,646
$1,051,259
$98,496
$646,025
$83,681
$317,399
$256,483
$949,649
$377,770
$443,216
$358,946
$185,529
$8,318,109
29,885,632

Payment
$470,719
$344,442
$242,381
$409,637
$241,760
$33,001
$809,628
$20,388
$230,835
$280,344
$7,307
$393,565
$993,506
$93,174
$595,407
$79,380
$297,952
$239,455
$899,335
$344,484
$417,959
$338,658
$160,861
$7,944,178
29,893,541

Payment
$458,252
$321,561
$243,505
$397,211
$231,097
$83,067
$768,381
$19,803
$224,089
$260,265
$7,098
$362,946
$968,942
$90,480
$563,556
$77,097
$275,640
$244,059
$858,921
$315,346
$403,554
$327,110
$156,674
$7,658,654
29,917,112

% Change
7.19%
6.48%
5.54%
8.51%
6.39%

42.21%
5.38%
5.20%
3.11%
6.73%
5.21%
4.33%
4.99%
5.20%
5.98%
5.23%
7.39%
5.38%
5.18%
3.22%
5.52%
5.15%
6.66%

% Change
67.18%
75.72%
50.31%
71.75%
54.47%
49.54%
69.65%
63.82%
68.50%
77.45%
63.14%
77.25%
63.56%
63.70%
72.58%
63.89%
78.68%
60.58%
61.77%

124.65%
65.20%
57.70%
41.25%

Per-Acre
$1.1285
$0.3683
$0.9618
$0.2501
$0.9043
$0.3706
$0.4081
$1.1881
$0.6622
$0.5514
$1.1881
$0.3303
$1.0684
$1.1841
$0.2708
$1.1869
$1.1132
$0.1612
$0.3016
$0.2692
$1.1758
$0.5375
$0.7190

Acres
678,852
1,534,068
380,525
2,726,968
394,776
335,153
3,194,520
27,306
570,168
837,638
9,747
1,947,558
1,483,344
125,085
3,591,225
106,459
442,411
2,431,305
4,606,888
2,631,302
566,985
959,682
307,781

Fed. Land

99
42
67
20



formula. Regardless of this, PILT remains a significant rev- Figure 4. Prorated

enue source for most Wyoming counties even though they and unappropriated

have no control over its calculation or distribution. Under- shares of PILT

standing how PILT payments are calculated and distributed is payments, 1998 to Total amount
still beneficial for determin- 2002. under formula
ing how changes in popula- /7 2

tion and entitlement acreage $ Millions S0l %60 $21.6 7

will affect local government $25.0 $19.4 . :

budgets. $20.0 $16.8

For more information on

PILT payments to Wyoming $15.0

counties or to download in- $10.01 $7.7 Prorated share

dividual county fact sheets, paid to Wyoming

visit the Wyoming Economic $5.01 counties
Atlas at Agecon.uwyo.edu/
EconDev. $0.0
1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
O Unappropriated share
q M Prorated share paid to Wyoming counties y
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